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Michael Elliot, Bill Duke and Robert Townsend are set to
lead the American Black Film Festival's 2011 Master Class, while
Keenen Ivory Wayans has been chosen to receive the festival's
annual Entertainment Icon Award. The fest, now in its 15th year,
runs from July 6-9 in Miami.

An Emmy Award-winning writer, director and producer for 25
years, Wayans has been a major creative force behind Eddie
Murphy's classic concert film Raw, the early features Hollywood
Shuffle and I'm Gonna Get You Sucka, the groundbreaking Fox
comedy series In Living Color, plus the films The Five Heartbeats,
A Low Down Dirty Shame, White Chicks, Little Man and Scary
Movie, which grossed more than $300 million worldwide.

“Keenen Ivory Wayans is a trailblazer in the truest sense of the
word,” said ABFF founder Jeff Friday. “In fact, very few people in
the industry have provided such a dynamic platform in cultivating

such notable talent and revolutionizing comedy and comedic television. Beyond that, Wayans has
proven to be an amazing mentor to his family by nurturing the careers of his siblings in the industry,
and we are proud to bestow him with the festival’s highest distinction, especially on our anniversary
year.”

Wayans' award will be handed out at the ABFF Honors July 9 at the Fillmore Miami Beach Jackie
Gleason Theater. Morgan Freeman, Lee Daniels, Spike Lee, Townsend, Russell Simmons and
Halle Berry have been previous recipients.

In its second year, ABFF's invitation-only Pro-Hollywood Initiative will continue to encourage
professional athletes to explore careers in movies. Baltimore Ravens All-Pro linebacker Terrell
Suggs has been named Sports Ambassador for the initiative this year. The PHI master classes, taught
by Elliot (Just Wright), Duke (A Rage in Harlem) and Townsend (The Five Heartbeats), cover acting,
screenwriting and pitching. Additional filmmaking classes will explore producing, directing, scoring,
cinematography and financing.

June

1

21 

21 

%#$A;"+-"(,
Transformers
now playing

A;"$D'0/"
Winner revealed

<22),
Lead-up to TV's
big night

http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/subscribe
https://secure.hollywoodreporter.com/hr/free/subscription.do?load=new
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/daily
https://secure.hollywoodreporter.com/hr/free/subscription.do?load=new
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/user/login
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/
http://rdr.tag.channelintelligence.com/?eid=52&vid=9919466&src=56864568&pid=56864568&sku=&fcid=%7BFeedContentId%7D&tid=B183DA23E422414AB6D7D9CF32BE7CB7&cid=2126&cvid=2184&afid=1320&plid=undefined&ref=http%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fadi%2FN5823.DbclkAdEx%2FB5648443.22%3Bsz%3D728x90%3Bord%3D2332337074985024919%3BAD_ID%3D26459251%3BBEHAVIOR_SIGNAL_ID%3D-1%3BCHANNEL_ID%3D23396293%3BLINE_ITEM_ID%3D309054087%3BPUBLISHER_ID%3D11544418%3BSITE_ID%3D12501254%3F&u=http%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fclick%253Bh%253Dv8%2F3b39%2Ff%2F23e%2F%252a%2Fk%253B242971861%253B0-0%253B0%253B65842751%253B3454-728%2F90%253B42724749%2F42742536%2F1%253B%253B%257Esscs%253D%253fhttp%3A%2F%2Fr.turn.com%2Fr%2Ftpclick%2Fid%2Fl730YjYgXiAzlgIAawABAA%2F3c%2Fhttp%253A%252F%252Fadclick.g.doubleclick.net%252Faclk%253Fsa%253Dl%2526ai%253DBfAszUr8QTsP0Gs-h6QaVluS0DMXFpuAB3bWT5BfZj4ikFwAQARgBIAA4AVCAx-HEBGDJ9rCH3KPEEIIBF2NhLXB1Yi00MDQyNDE3ODM5MzYwNjI5sgEZd3d3LmhvbGx5d29vZHJlcG9ydGVyLmNvbboBCTcyOHg5MF9hc8gBCdoBW2h0dHA6Ly93d3cuaG9sbHl3b29kcmVwb3J0ZXIuY29tL3Jpc2t5LWJ1c2luZXNzL2tlZW5lbi1pdm9yeS13YXlhbnMtcmVjZWl2ZS1hbWVyaWNhbi0xOTM5MDiYAq4DwAIEyAK1nNURqAMB6AO4AegDA-gD1AjoA74I6APSCPUDAAAARA%2526num%253D1%2526sig%253DAGiWqtxf4EgloSMaxOz1BKQszB9wQc4K4g%2526client%253Dca-pub-4042417839360629%2526adurl%253D%2Furl%2Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.hp.com%3F%26ci_src=56864568%26ci_sku%3D%7Bsku%7D%26ci_fcid%3D%7BFeedContentId%7D%26ci_cid%3D2126%26ci_cvid%3D2184%26ci_tid%3DB183DA23E422414AB6D7D9CF32BE7CB7%26ci_afid%3D1320%26ci_plid%3Dundefined
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3b39/0/0/%2a/f;231029779;0-0;0;55765990;38395-237/84;42785590/42803377/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.hollywoodreporter.com/subscribe?utm_source=THRcom&utm_medium=HT_banner&utm_term=website&utm_content=hot_topic&utm_campaign=Control
http://www.twitter.com/THR
http://www.linkedin.com/today/hollywoodreporter.com
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/risky-business/keenen-ivory-wayans-receive-american-193908#
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/blogs/risky-business
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/blogs/risky-business/rss
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/risky-business/keenen-ivory-wayans-receive-american-193908#comments
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/risky-business/keenen-ivory-wayans-receive-american-193908#comments
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/topic/transformers-dark-moon-187541
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/topic/transformers-dark-moon-187541
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/topic/the-voice-nbc
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/topic/the-voice-nbc
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/package/awards/emmys
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/package/awards/emmys

