Famed filmmaker Spike Lee and
actress Rosario Dawson recently
received top honors ﬁw;a star-stud-
ded 8th Annual American Black
Film Festival's (ABFF} Film Life
Movie Awards ceremony in South
Beach, FL.

Hosted by actor-director Robert
Townsend and *Girlfriends” TV star
Tracee Ellis Rozs, the show featured
an A-list of Hollywood celebrities
including The Rock, Sean "P.Diddy”
Combs, Angela Bassett, Courtney B.
Vanee, Vivica A. Fox, John Single-
ton, Guy Torry, Tamia, Grant Hill,

Bill Duke, Suzanne de Passe, Rus-
sell Simmons, Reverend Run, Bill
Bellamy and “As The World Turns"
soap opera actress Tamara Tunie.

Spike Lee received the Time Warn-
er Innovator Award from Angela Bas-
sett and Richard D. Parsons, chair-
man and CEQ, Time Warner.

Dawson was presented with the
Rising Star Award by The Rock. Her
film eredits include Men in Black 1
and Spike Lee's He Got Game and
25th Hour. ;

Lady Sings the Blues was induct-
ed into the Classic Cinema Hall of
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Film between director Sudz Suther-
land for Love, Sex and Eating the
Bones and Michael Schultz for Woman
Thou Art Loosed. The winners will
split the $20,000 grand prize.

In the Hollywood Film Awards
category, Sanaa Lathan was award-
ed Best Performance by An Actress

= Film producer Suzanne de Passe,
coturiter of the film Lady Sings the

' Blues, gecepts hanor as the movie
weas inducted indo the Classie
Clineme Hall of Fame. Vivica A, Fox
tenels her suppord to the Ameriean
Biack Film Festival

for her co-starring role in Out
of Time, opposite Denzel Wash-
ington,

Chiwetel Ejiofor won the
Best Performance by An Actor
Award for his role in Dirty Prei-
ty Things,

Best Director Award went to
F. Gary Gray for The ltalian
Job and The Fighting Tempta-
tions, starring Cuba Gooding
Jr., and Beyoncé, was named
Film of the Year.

“The success of this year's
Film Life Movie Awards show
sets the stage for our upeoming
television broadeast,” said Jeff
Friday, president and CEQ of
Film Life, In¢. and ABFF co-
founder, “This show is not only
about creating change in Hol-
lywood, but also about making
history.”

Time Warner is the present-
ing sponsor of the American
Black Film Festival and the Film
Life Movie Awards (FLMA).
Other spansors of the ABFF are:

founding sponsor HBO and platinum
sponsor, Lincoln, The international
film festival is dedicated to creating
oppartunities for emerging fillmmak-
ers and acknowledging the work of
independent filmmakers and industry
veterans and pioneers.
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